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FILM CAMP

B.C. Mideast
‘peace
group gefs
'boost from
Spielberg

BY MATTHEW HAYS

This week, the Righteous Per-
sons Foundation, a group
based in Santa Monica, Calif.,
and founded by Spielberg in
1904 “to help support a flowur-
ishing and vibrant Jewish com-
munity,” announced that it
would make a $25,000 dona-
tion to Peace It Together, a
group that defines its mandate
as “empowering youth to pro-
mote peace through dialogue
and filmmaking™
Founded in 2003, Peace It
| Together has worked to bring
Palestinian, Israeli and North
American youth to summer
camp, where they can learn
more about each other and, in
the process, break down ster-
eotypes and barriers between
the two sides in what most re-
gard as the main Middle East
conflict.

In 2004, Peace It Together
held a camp attended by five

| Palestinian, five Israeli and
two Canadian teens, who
spent two weeks in Vancouver
and rural British Columbia,

Buit in 2006, Peace It Togeth-
er would come up with a new
twist on the camp concept: It
drew international artention
when 20 Israeli, Palestinian
and Canadian youths were
brought together for a month,
their goal being to make a se-
ries of short films on the idea
of peace.

It proved to be a hit, culmi-
nating that summer with a
sold-out screening in Vancou-
ver attended by the city's may-
or and the teen filmmakers
themselves. The voung film-
makers got a standing ovation
and a review in The Mew York
Times, among other places

The obvious connection be-
tween cinema and philanthro-
py in the name of peace
apparently caught the eye of
Spielberg's foundation, which

| is funded by revenues generat-
| ed by two of Spielberg’s films,
| Schindler’s List and Munich.

We are deeply moved and
| thrilled to receive this
| grant, not only because we
need the money to
| continue our important
| work, but also because of

where it came from.

Adri Hamael of
Peace It Together

Margery Tabankin, executive

| director of the Righteous Per-

| sons Foundation, says a grant
to Peace It Together made per-

| fect sense: “When Mr. Spiel-
berz decided to funnel his

| profits from Munich into the
Righteous Persons Foundation,
he knew that he wanted to al-
locate these specific funds to
programs based on co-exist-
ence issues,” she said.

“As a filmmaker and produc-

| er of visual stories, he also re-
solved to take a close look at
organizations harnessing vari-
ous forms of media to stimu-
late discussion, dialogue and
exchange. By specifically uti-
lizing filmmaking to get Israe-
li, Palestinian and North
American teens to engage in
issues beyond their normal

| comfort zone, Peace it Togeth-

| er is-a wonderful example of
the power of film to deepen
understanding and share nar-
ratives between cultures.”

Peace It Together organizers
said they were elated when
they heard the news. “The fact
that we got the attention of so-
meone as accomplished and
busy as Steven Spielberg tells
me that we are doing some-
thing uniquely innovative and
powerful,” said Reena Lazar,
who co-directs the organiza-
tion with Adri Hamael.

“We are deeply moved and
thrilled to receive this grant,”
Hamael added, “not only be-
cause we need the money to
continue our Important work,
but also because of where it
came from. We are very grate-
ful to the Righteous Persons
Foundation.”

Lazar and Hamael confirmed
that this summer will see an-
other Peace It Together film
camp, when close lo 30 young
peaple will be flown in from
Isragl, the Palestinian territo-
ries and across North America.

“We're trving to bring new
thinking to an old conflict,”
Hamael said. "It was Einstein
who once said, “We can't solve
today's problems with the
same kind of thinking that cre-

| ated them. "
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